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HISTORIC ZMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY HABS No. RI-253

CLARK £ND HIGHTINGALE BLOCK

HABS
RI,
Address 247-259 Jouth Mein Strecet, Providence, Providence L-PROV,
County, Anode Islend. 150~
Plet 16, lot 29. esi side of
South Mein Street beitweesn Gold and Pousr Sirocts,
Present Owners: 247249 Soush Mein Street--iLharles z.end iderion S.
Mexander
255 South Main Streei--Louwls and Sadie Himelfarb
259 South Mein Sbtreetb--TPrank 7, and Stells N, ¥illeen

Present Use:

Business--various Ltenants

Brief Ztatenent This is an example of an early 19th century com~
of Sipnificance: mercial building.

PART T JISTORICAT, INFORMATION

Original and Subsequent Owners:

1811

1825

bl SOUTH MAIN STREET
George C Nighvingale eb al eell for $4000 to

Benjamin Clifford and Samuel P i£1lin, merchents, 1 lot
and wharf (zs they adjoin essch other) Bounded: E by
Main Street 73'; S by well of the store of the helrs of
John Innes Clarke to the Chanell of the Hiver; ¥ by the
Channel; N by a gangway. - Deed Book 35, page 189 in
Providence City Hall.

PARTITION: Estate of Samuel A11in. “Benjamin
Clifford vs Hannsh f1len et al." Bounded: &/ly on Main
Street and extending 5/1ly 73! to center of partition wall
of a store (formerly belonging to heirs of the late John
Innes Clarke) with the N/1ly part of said partition wall.
Sﬁiy on sald store snd land, and extending to Channel
of River; % 1y on said Channel and N/1y on gengwey ex-
tending to Main Street to first mentioned corner:...

"ie get off to Benjamin Clifford his full moiety, the
remaining part after Hannah)...beginning at a point in
the center of the partition wall beiween the FRONT SUTH
and MIDDLE STOHES and about 21' from the S/ corner of
said Estate and running v/ /ly bthrough the center of the
partition wall about 40' to the STONE STORE herein set
of f 4o heirs of Samuel P £11lin., Thence turpning and
running K/ly by said Store about 4', and 7' by the
back wall of the MIDDLE STORE to & point 7' H of said

STONE STCRE. Thence turning and running W/ 1y aboui 48°

to a point on a line with the ¥ end of said STONE STORE,
and 7' from the N/ corner of the same. Thence ituwrning
and rumning N1y on & line with said ¥ end of said STONE
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STORE sbout 42' to the gangwsey, thence turning and run-

ning /1y by sald gangway &8' to the ¥ line of iizin

Street, thence on ssid Street 53' to the first mentioned

corner” . - Deed Book 51, page 199 in Providence Cliy Iail.
1836 Benjamin Clifford sells for 37000 1o Fbenezer Vade,

g cerbain lot of lend with $hs Brick snd Stone Siores

and ovher improvements, being psrt of the portion of the

Letate formerly owned by me snd Sanuel N Allen, decefscd,

which was zset off ©o me in the division of the estatle

in 1825, - Deed Beox 68, nage 153 in Providenze Clty

Hall,
1637 FIAE RECORD: dben #ade...V side South Main Street

.. .Brick and stone with brick partition wells, flecors laid
in mortar..roof plaistcered on the inside. ...2bout 747

in front and about 40' from froni to rear..3 stories

hign in front end 4 in rear...occupied for a DWELLIRG
HOUSE Volume 16..#0992 (ihis policy includes THREE units
of which #247 Scouth Moin Street is the Horthmost). Mss.
fire insurence records of ithe Providence Mutual Insurance
Compeany =zt the Rhode Island Historicel Socliety, Providence,
R. I. Vol. 16, policy #6992.

1843 Eben Wede gives to Loses Yood “all my right, title
to 2 certain lot of land with IHREE Brick DWELLING HOUSES
on the ¥/ly side of Soubh Main Street bounded: E by South
Main Street 74'; & by Eben vade (formerly ¥m Comstock
and Joseph S Cooke &8%; W by Channel 74'; N by gangway
881" [Power St.}. - Deed Book 85, page 261 in Providence
City Holl,

1843 Moses Wood sells for $5300 to Thomas i Burgess a
certain lot of land with Dwelling House bounded % by
South Mein Street 20 1/2'; S by Daniel Bush 88'; ¥ by
12" gengway 29 1/2'; H by gengway (Power St) 88' being
the Northmost of ithree houses and lots conveyed to me
by Eben ¥Wade 1n 1843. - Deed Book 85, page 312 in
Providence City Hall.

1843 Thomas X. Burgess, trustee of Sarah C #ade, under
direction of Moses ood sells for $6000 to Amey C Dorrance
the above property, the gang way tco be kept open and with
well privileges. - Deel Book 85, page 323 in Providence
City Hall.

1873 WILL: Amey G Dorrance leaves in trust 211 her
real estabte for the benefit of her daughler Mary W D _
¥auren, - Wills Book 24, page 207 in Providence City Hall.

1910 Jemes I, Jenks, trustee w'w fmey G Dorrance sells
Tor 34600 to Max Levin z certain lot of land with dwell-
ing house bounded: E by South Main St 20'; 5 by grantee
94': W by George L Claflin 29'; ¥ by Power Street 94°',

- Deed Book 515, page 2067 in Providence City Hell.
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Property was texed bto Ssaouel Grossmen
Taxed o Cherles 4 Alexander

" Y Charles 4 cnd xorion 5 Llexendger

24%3 SOUTH MEIN STHERT

George C Wightingale o Benjamin (1ifford...s
Deed Book 35, page 189 (247 South xein Sirec

'e]
=
o

Parvition of the Estate of Zamusl ~Lllin...sco #2547
south Main Street, Dead Book 21, page 195

1836 Bznjamin Clifford to fbenezer Wade,..ses #247

1637

South Main Street, Deed Book 8, pzge 153.
2 3} b

FIRE RECORD: Tben iezde...¥ gide of South Msin
Street. . .Brick and Stone with brick partition walls,
floors lsid in morter..roof pleisbered on the inside...
about 74' in front and about 40! from front to rear...
3 stories high in front and 4 in vear...occupled for a
DWELLING HOUSE (This pelicy ineludes THREE units of which
#2249 South dain Street is the middle unit) - mss. fire
insurance records of the Providence Mutual Insurance
Company at the Rhode Island Historical Sccieiy,
Providence, B, I. Vol. 16, policy #6992,

1843 when Wade 4o ioses Vlood. ..see 247 South iain

&g
Street. - Deed Book 85, page 261.

1843 Mosas Viood, assignec of Eben Wade sells for 34300

to Danlel Bush a ceriain lot of land with Brick Dwelling
House and other buildings and improvements bounded:; &
by South Mein Street 23 1/2'; 4 by properiy gold this
day to Bemmet i Wheeler 88'; W by 12' gongway 23 1/2°;

N by properiy sold tnis day to Thomas Burgess for sarash
G Wade 88'. - Deed Book 85, pege 314 in Providence Ciiy
Hall.

1854 Daniel Bush sells the above property for §6500

t0 John L Noyes. - Deed Book 135, pesge 400 in Providence
City Hell,

1863 John L Noyes quit claims to Arba Dike & certain

lot of land with Dwelling house and other buildings and
improvements, with well privileges...the gangway o be
kept open, and is the same conveyed to the grantor by
Daniel Bush in 1854. Bounded: E by South Main Street
23 172': ¥ by jfmey G Dorrance 88'; W by 12! gagnway

23 1/2'; & by Bennett W vwheeler 88'; - Deed Book 162,

page 381 in Providence ity Hell.
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The propeirty changed hands several tlmes and was texed
to the following persons in the yoer desigaziad;

1895 Cztherine Noonen
1998 az¥ Levin
1915 seimuel Grossman
1%c0 Cherles 2 Zicxander
1953 Charles . and Marion & “lexander

#255 SOUIH MAIN STRERY

Stending 1o 1825

15611 George C Nightingale et &l sell o Benjamin

ey

lOr—L)

Clifford and Ssmusl P silen - See 7247 South Main Street,
Deed Book 35, page 189.

PARTITTION of the Estate of 3Ssmuel 411in..."Benjamin
Clifford vs Hannsh Allin ot 217 e selt off to Hauneah
Fllin et al beginning at 2 point in the center of the
periiiion well (gt the 378 corner of said Lstate) of
& gtore formerly belonging to John Innes Clarke and
running i to the Channel o the Hiver 146%'; thence turn-
ing and running N bounded ¥ by the said Chanuel 74' ‘o
o gangway (Power Street) thence turning and running B
58' on said gangway to the ¥ boundary of the property
set off to Benjamin Clifford, thence Turning and running
3 42' and bounded ¥ by said Ciifford; thence turning
and running ¥ 487, thence $ 117', thence E 40', bounded
by said Clifford to the Maln Street; thence {turning and
running S on the Medin Streei 21' %o the {irst mentioned
corner. - Deed Book 51, page 195 in Providence City
Hall - with a stone snd brick store and a cooper shop
thereon standing.

1837 Jogeph P Bicknell and wife Loulse, in her right,

sell for 1500 to Ebenezer Wade a certain lot of land
with the Brick and stone store thereon standing, bounded:
£ by South Main Street 21", 3 by pactition wall of John
innes Clarke's helrs stone store 48'; W by now ¥ben Wade
21'; ¥ by Benjamin Clifford 40', being the same set ofif
10 Louisz in the division of Rsal Ustate of her Father
samel P o211in, deceased. The property is sold with
well privileges and the geangway is to be left open -
heed Book 71, page 26 in Providence (ity Hall.
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1843 iban ¥Wode Lo Moses Vood..ges f247 Souwlh Lzin
Street. - Doed Book 8), orge 261,

1843 “pses Jood, esaignee of Iben Vade, sells fon (3800
w2 Bennet W Jheeler ong cerizin 1ot of Yand srith Brick
DUELLING HOUSE and other buildings bOhnaed. by Soun
LMsin Sieect Z21': 05 by trpo bike 58‘: Johar 1271 gangwey

of thc e al cstale
.gangwsy Lo be keph

La) s

Boolk &%, pege 310

Z1%; N by Daniel Bush 88 azé is p
corveyed ©o me by hbcn'“gde in 15843
open ang with well privilegss. -~ Do
in Providence City Hell.

1887 IMDENTURE: DBennet B heeler and wife Grace I M
theeler of the lst part convey to Albert L Andrevwe of
the second peri 2 certain lou of land with & Brick
rwelling House being the same esteie conveyed to Bennei
W ooheeler from Moses Wood, trusies in 1843. - Deed Book
3430, pega 395 in Providence Sity Hall.

1889 FOBTGAGE:  Property mor
Sevings Bank. - Lortgege Book
Civy Hall.

tgeged to the KEingston
125, page 257 in Providence

1895 bu5 avnguBnks@iihepmmmﬂytoSmma
Marks. - Dewed Book 392, page 141 In Providence CGliy Hall,

1899 Simon vwelswan, assignce of damuel ¥z gells to
forahem Buchman & cerbzin Lot of land with Dwelling
House bound: & by south hsin Swreel 21'; 3 by dovisees

= By
of Hannsh Tuc%er &8" ¥ by gangwey Z1'; N by heirs of
frba Dike 88" wiih gengway righte on ihﬂ Woend wel
privileges. -~ Deed Book 424, page 12 in Providence Oity
Hell.

The property changed hands several iimes snd was iaxed
to the following persons in the year degignated:

1917 Jazob Tanenbaum
1626 Scehneldel Tanenbaum
1940 Solomon Tenenbaumn

1940 Louls Himelfarb and wife 3Szdis
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;,//(j SOUNH TN sinpnn
Stending in 1815

ver Kene and dphriam Bowen, excceubors u-w John
o $5500 to the Lyman denufacturiag
Gomnuna sreel of land wwmﬂ the building stand-
ing thereon. It is Tthe lot or which the large Brick
Store stands, now in the oceupancy cf vavard Dexuer Isg..
(hero follows the division of ownershin in 160 units).

- Deed Book 36, page €36 in FProvidence Uivy Hell.

aph o Conke ell for m??6 &6 to Henry P Franklin

ond i 2m uoﬂotau:, 2 undivide ,“J perts of 1 undivided

20th part of a certsin lOu of lunc with the bulldings

' on standing, b»lng the purchased by the perscns

n comprising the Lyman Cotton tapufaciuring Company

of 0 ¥Xane end ¥ Bowen ex w/w John Innes Clarke (Deed

Book 36, page 626-2}..273 of 1/20 or 3,60 parts of

which therein convbyﬁd to the grantor iz hereby conveyed

to said il P rrenklin end Willism Comnssock, the grantor
‘a“erv;né the cther 1/3. - Deed Book 53, nage 177 in
Providence Ciiy Hall.

1843 Henry P Franklin sells for $1666.357 1o Viliiam

cnstock and Joseph o Cooke in equ zl proporiions ag
enents in common 1 undivided 173 pari of lend with &1l
puildings thereon gtending purchessd by the granleors end
the grentees of the persons then composing the Lyman
Cotvton g Company in 1827...tedng the estate pucrchased
by said company of 0 Kane and ¥ Bowen ss cxesutors w/'w
Jonn Innes Clarke in 1815, together with the wharf SINCE
erected on said lot, subject to the right which the
public has of passing and repassing over the §'E part

of seid premizes now calied South ¥ebter Street. - Deed
Book 78, vpage 85 in Drov dence City Hall.

<:|' ]

1840 William Comstock and Joseph & Cooke seil for §3200

Eben Wede & certain percel of land with the Brick
Building thereon standing bounded: I by Souih Mein
Street 26'; 5 by public gangwey (now Gold Sireet) 88¢,
W by gangway 26'; N by sben Wade formerly Clifford and

£11in 88'; being part of the estate purchased by grantors -

of Daniel Lymen et al then comprising the Lyman Cotton
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clling finuse, 5 ingurencs raeordis of thoe
P’ovmdunhh T Imsurance Compony at thoe dnodu Icisnd
Histori Frovidzocee, K. 1., Vol, 21, poliey
S8,
18647 Thowas 4 Duxgess, tousten

dethnon B Hell s coriain lob
House bounded: E by Soubh dsin St
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. Ay P S - S
! i (J.iOe.f SV i DT # 5X 17 FONE-
o~y 41 L m wee e tn L. p. . _
woy 207, B by Bennet W Yheslaer 8T, wlith uzce of gongioy
- ] 2 el (%
snd well orivileges. - D:,u Boox 102, pags 501 in
Frovidence City Hall.
1352 Wethzn B Hell eelle foir #5300 the gbove properiy

1

-
o Zacharish ® Tucker. - Deed Bock 126, poge 185 in
Providence ity Hall.

1853 FIEE BBCORD: Zachariahn 2 Tuclrer. .y side South
Main Zireet.. . Brick sna stone &nd g South end of bleck..
26" front and A0' front Lo rear 3 sltories in front and
4 in vrear wivh s gleted roof..occupled for & welling
House. - lss. fire ingurance rscords of the Providence
muhual Insurance Company at the fhode Isliend Historicgl
Sceiety, Providence, R, I., Vol. 50, policy #21924.

1887 davin Knight execubor uw/w Hanneh & Tucker sells
the above properiy wo George Hooinson...beiaz the same
conveyed to Zacharish Tueker by Methan B Hell in 1852, -
Deed Book 342, page 147 in Providence City Hali.

1892 George Mobinson sells this properlty itn John
Kean. - Deed Book 374, pege 350 in Providence City Heall.

1921 John J Eezn sells to Shea Lerge @ ocertein lot of
land with Dwelling House bounded: ¥ by South Hain Street

2615 8 by gangway (no“ Gold Street) W by‘l?' gengway 20';
N by Wheeler 88' being the some conveysd to this grantor
by George ROblﬂJOﬂ in 1892. -~ Deed Bool 613, pege G0 in
Providence City Hsil,

The property wes taxed to the follovwing persons in the
yaar designated:
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1922 3hee Lerge Zstoio

1024 Zugons O Jllisnas

1926 D, II Veghbon end Compony

LOAT Fredericl G lsbttsen end Elssnce T
1251 Trank %W Hdllcen and wife Hiellc X

B, Dote of ercetion: Before 1611, wrcbobly efter the Iire
of 1801,

AIOHITHRCTIRAT, THFORAATION

Genersl Statoment

1. ‘Architecbural charscier: This iz an exscmple of an eariy
13th cent bury ansoasy commercial building. = row of four
geperate uniie.

2. Conditicn of fabric: The building 28 been very mueh
cliered, especizlly on the interior, and is in fair
condition. The original design is bast indicated by
the 1843 plen reproduced here.

Teohnicael Description of Exierior
1. Over-zll dinensicns; 100 wide divided into four units

of 26%, 21', 23 172, ond 29 1/2% x 40" Jeep, three siories
nigh, on sloping lot with cellar at grourd level in rear.

E=l

2. Hell construciion: Brick on the sast front and south
gide, random stone on the nordth side and the west rear.

L. Chimneys: Three brick chimneys survive

5. Roof: Hip roof with asphalli shingles.
RER

Site: Faces east on & busy commercisl sorset with ~dOwn
business buildings and warchouses., Lot slopes down Lo The
regy with basement enbrances at the rear. Hesy yerd uscd
for perking and sghorage partly enclosed by chain link fence.

Prepared by intoinebie F. Downing end Elvira Gowdey
for the Providence Precerveilon Soeiety
ey 1863

and
Qamond R, Overby
Yaio Mniversity

May 1963




